
  
 

   
      

    
 

    
 

   
      

   

  
  

  
    

 

      
   

       
  

   

  
 

 

Lessons of Sustainability from the world’s 
Indigenous People 

If we manage habitats for the benefit of the animals that live on them, they can 
thrive. Despite the world losing 2/3 of its wildlife species since 1970, lands managed by 
indigenous communities have had far less or no impact to ecology. This way of life is of 
great benefit to the environment. 

When Europeans discovered America, Native Americans donated some of their 
harvest to the hungry colonists. Native Americans also taught the colonists how to plant 
and hunt in the new land. The Great Law of Peace written by the Iroquois tribes in the 
18th century directed chiefs to never let people go without food. Sharing with those less 
fortunate should be fundamental and is part of the social aspect of sustainability. 

The Great Law of Peace reads: “The Great Creator has made us of one blood and 
of the same soil…only different tongues constitute different nations.” The Iroquois 
nation’s Great Law of Peace was later a source of influence for the US 
Constitution. Equality is a core value of indigenous people and is essential to the social 
aspect of sustainability. 

The Covid pandemic has shown us that the destruction of remote natural habitats is 
fundamentally triggering the emergence of highly infectious viruses through zoonosis. 

Indigenous economies create opportunity for all members to provide subsistence, 
community, self-realization, respect for the land, safety and security, and ongoing 
stewardship of their resources for generations to come. 

To learn more, visit this link: 
https://www.businessinsider.com/indigenous-communities-already-have-sustainability-best-practices-2021-9 
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